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On (57) Abstract: Since the configuiation of an information terminal is diversified, the request for a data format is also diversified and 
the terminal should be matched to such a request. There is provided an image encoding device empIo3ring an image encoding method 
based on the MPEG and especially employing in-frame encoding and inter-frame encoding. The inter-frame encoding method can 
be selectively set to a first mode as a reference mode using bi-directional encoding and to a second mode as a reference mode not 
using bi-directional encoding. In the case of the first mode, since the bi-directional encoding is not used, no B-picture is generated 
and an image encoding is performed only with the I-picture and the P-picture. 
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